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Forging a New Path.
At Raiz Federal Credit Union, we believe life is for living.

As your trusted financial guides, we strive to help 
make life’s special moments even more memorable. 
Whatever your financial path may be, we work to  
help you rise to the challenges and opportunities  
that await along the way. So, no matter where  

you’re starting from or where you want to go,  
we’ll get there together.

Join us at www.raiz.us

Federally Insured by NCUA
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Director’s Welcome
English composer Malcolm Arnold once said, “Music is the social act of 
communication among people, a gesture of friendship, the strongest 
there is.”  Music is powerful; it connects people and creates a sense 
of community. For 94 years, EPSO has been sharing and cultivating 
community through classical music.  We are honored to share this season’s 
music with you.

Our season opens September 20-21 with the captivating sounds of 
Vivaldi’s masterpiece, The Four Seasons, composed to mirror the spirit 
of each season through descriptive sonnets. The program also will 
feature Mahler’s thrilling Symphony No. 1.  As part of our long-standing 
commitment to partnership with local arts groups, we will join forces with 
the El Paso Opera on October 18-19 to present an unforgettable evening 

of “Great Italian Arias.”  The first half of the season concludes December 6-7 with “Christmas in Vienna,” showcasing 
the incredible voices of The Choral Union and the talented Candice Reyes as we capture the enchanting spirit of 
wintertime in Vienna.
 
Additionally this fall, EPSO is thrilled to continue the Harry Potter film series on November 9 with Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets™ in Concert at the Plaza Theatre.  The El Paso Symphony Orchestra will accompany the film on the 
big screen performing Oscar®-winning composer John Williams’ musical score. Don’t miss it!
 
The second half of our season begins January 24-25 with “Beethoven – Love in the Age of War,” our annual 
collaboration with El Paso Pro-Musica.  The program will include Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 and Piano Concerto No. 
3, with critically acclaimed pianist Awadagin Pratt. Our February 21-22 concerts will embrace Romeo & Juliet and the 
theme of love.  Our 94th season will conclude April 25-26 with “Fabulous Finale – Classical Trio,”  featuring the music 
of Dvořák, Rachmaninoff, and Stravinsky.
 
Thanks to the unwavering dedication of our Board of Trustees, conductor, musicians, and staff, and your ongoing 
support in attending our events, we will continue to thrive and produce beautiful music for our entire community to 
enjoy.  As the longest continuously running symphony in the Lone Star State, we are committed to maintaining our 
legacy and continuing our act of communication and friendship with the community — by making beautiful music.
 
Thank you for joining us tonight. Enjoy the performance by El Paso’s finest musicians under the baton of our dynamic 
leader, Bohuslav Rattay!
 
       Warmest regards,

       Ruth Ellen Jacobson
       Executive Director
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Your organization’s retirement plan is one of the most 
valuable benefits you can offer to your employees. HUB’s 
retirement plan consulting team helps make sure it’s 
hitting all the right notes. The result is an effective, well-
run retirement plan that attracts and retains talented 
employees, lightens your administrative workload and 
reduces your fiduciary stress.

Contact me for a complimentary review of your 
organization’s retirement plan

Does your retirement 
plan need a conductor?

Joe Conzelman, MS, CRPS®, CPFA
Vice President  |  Retirement Plan Advisor
HUB Retirement and Wealth Management
joe.conzelman@hubinternational.com
Direct: 915-206-6034
Mobile: 832-797-4617 
hubrpw.com

Proud to support the El Paso Symphony Orchestra
HUB Retirement and Private Wealth employees are Registered Representatives of and 
offer Securities and Advisory services through various Broker Dealers and Registered 
Investment Advisors, which may or may not be affiliated with HUB International. 
Insurance services are offered through HUB International, an affiliate. Consult your HUB 
representative for additional information about the provision of specific securities, 
investment advisory, and insurance services.
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FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE...

The El Paso Symphony Theatre Box 
Office, located in the Plaza Theatre, 
is open every Friday of concert week 
from 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., and on 
Saturdays of concert week from 4:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. You may continue 
to purchase tickets by telephone on 
these two days through the EPSO 
Ticket Hotline, (915) 532-EPSO (532-
3776).  Ticket exchanges or purchase 
of additional tickets on both concert 
days will be handled at the theater box 
office.  The El Paso Symphony office 
is located in the Abraham Chavez 
Theatre, One Civic Center Plaza, El 
Paso, Texas 79901.

Tickets are available online at 
www.epso.org or ticketmaster.com

Contents
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Concert & Ticket TipsEPSO Season Calendar
SEPTEMBER 14
7:00pm Gala “Latin Night” – El Paso Country Club
 94th Anniversary Celebration

SEPTEMBER 20/21
6:30 p.m. “Opening Notes” – Philanthropy Theatre
7:30 p.m. “Vivaldi Four Seasons – At Last” – Plaza Theatre
 Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor        
 Matthew Vera, Violin

OCTOBER 18/19
6:30 p.m. “Opening Notes” – Philanthropy Theatre
7:30 p.m. “Great Italian Operas” – Plaza Theatre
 Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor 
 Jamille Lea, Soprano;  
 Brian Downen, Tenor 
 Jonathan Hays, Baritone

NOVEMBER 3
3:00 p.m. EPSYO Fall Concert – Plaza Theatre

NOVEMBER 9
7:00 p.m. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets™ in  
 Concert –Plaza Theatre

DECEMBER 6/7
6:30 p.m. “Opening Notes” – Philanthropy Theatre
7:30 p.m. “Christmas in Vienna” – Plaza Theatre
 Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor 
 Candice Reyes
 The Choral Union

JANUARY 24/25
6:30 p.m. “Opening Notes” – Philanthropy Theatre
7:30 p.m. “Beethoven – Love in the Age of  War” –
  Plaza  Theatre 
 Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor 
 Awadagin Pratt, Piano

FEBRUARY 2
3:00 p.m. EPSYO Winter Concert – Plaza Theatre

FEBRUARY 4/5/6 
10:30 a.m., El Paso Electric Young People’s Concerts –
 12:30 p.m. Abraham Chavez Theatre

FEBRUARY 21/22
6:30 p.m. “Opening Notes” – Philanthropy Theatre
7:30 p.m. “Love For Your Valentine” – Plaza Theatre
 Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor

MARCH 23
3:00 p.m. EPSO & EPSYO 
 Side by Side Concert – Abraham Chavez Theatre
 March Madness Fundraiser – El Paso Country Club

APRIL 7  
11:00 a.m. Golf Tournament
6:00 p.m. Dinner & NCAA Men’s Basketball Championship  
 Game

APRIL 25/26
6:30 p.m. “Opening Notes” – Philanthropy Theatre
7:30 p.m. “Fabulous Finale – Classical Trio” – Plaza Theatre
 Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor 
 Kiron Atom Tellian,  Piano

MAY 18
3:00 p.m. EPSYO Final Concert – Abraham Chavez Theatre

to upcoming EPSO concerts,        
reminders and parking alerts. 

Simply text the word 
“reminder” to (915) 532-3776  

or scan QR Code 
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Concert & Ticket TipsEPSO Season Calendar
Here is some helpful information to help you 
understand the structure of the evening’s program 
and make your experience at the concert even more 
enjoyable and satisfying.

All program pages are structured in the same 
manner to help you follow the music (see pages 17 
and 31):

The composer’s name is listed first in bold face type.

The piece of music is listed just below the 
composer’s name in italic.

Movements, if any, follow in smaller regular type.  
Movements are like chapters in a book.  They 
usually have a short pause between them.  It isn’t 
complete until all the chapters have been read.  
The conductor may keep his hands raised between 
movements indicating that the piece is not over.

When the piece is over, the conductor will lower the 
baton completely and turn to face the audience.

Please feel free to show your appreciation at the 
end of the piece.

Interested in gaining more insight into the 
evening’s program?  Attend “Opening Notes” in the 
Philanthropy Theatre at 6:30 p.m.  This series of 
pre-concert talks gives you the inside scoop on the 
composers, compositions and guest artists.

TICKET TIPS & POLICIES
The Symphony Box Office is located in front of 
the Plaza Theatre.  Hours are (concert days only) 
Fridays from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The Box Office phone 
number is 231-1100.  The street address is:
  
 The Plaza Theatre  
 125 Pioneer Plaza
 El Paso, Texas 79901

The Symphony Office, located at the Abraham 
Chavez Theatre, is open Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The Symphony phone 
number is 532-3776. 

SINGLE TICKETS go on sale two weeks prior to each 
concert.  Tickets may be purchased over the phone 
at (915) 532-3776, any Ticketmaster outlet or 
online at www.epso.org.

TICKET EXCHANGES are offered for the convenience 
of season ticket holders.   Tickets may be exchanged 
for another performance of the same program by 
calling the symphony office at 532-3776 at least 24 
hours before the concert for which they are held.   

FLEX PASSES may be redeemed at the symphony 
office or the theater box office.  Flex Tickets may be 
redeemed by mail after the pass has been received 
by the symphony office.

GROUP TICKETS are available at a substantial 
discount for groups of ten of more.  Call 532-
3776 for more information.  All tickets are non-
refundable.

EMPTY SEATS DON’T APPLAUD! If you cannot attend 
a concert for which you have tickets, please return 
them to the symphony office.  The value of your 
ticket will be acknowledged as a contribution, but 
more importantly, your seat can be occupied by 
another person. Ticket returns are accepted until 
concert time by calling 532-3776 or mailing your 
tickets to the Symphony Office, P.O. Box 180, El 
Paso, Texas 79942.

EPSO ADMINISTRATION
Ruth Ellen Jacobson, Executive Director
Bohuslav Rattay, Music Director
Linda Fischer, Business Manager
Rosemary Flores, Operations Manager
Diana de la Torre, Ticket Manager
Pamela Jean Kihnley, Director of Fund Development



The El Paso Symphony Orchestra (EPSO) is the longest continuously 
running symphony orchestra in the State of Texas.  We are privileged to 
present our spectacular 94th season.  The Artistic Advisement Committee 
collaborated with Maestro Bohuslav Rattay to develop exciting and fresh 
concert programming.  I hope you bought season tickets because this 
season promises to be our best ever!

The September concert features the long-awaited Vivaldi Four Seasons.  
EPSO has not presented this entire piece for at least 60 years.  In 2017, we 
presented a “mash-up” of portions of both Vivaldi’s and Piazzolla’s Four 
Seasons but not the full Vivaldi work, and in 1968, we presented Vivaldi’s 
Autumn.  The soloist for this year’s presentation will be Matthew Vera, 
our Concertmaster.  Matthew made his solo debut on the viola with the 
Tucson Philharmonia at age 14 and has been a member of the Boston 
Philharmonic’s first violin section since 2010. 

In October, we present a concert of Italian arias in collaboration with the El Paso Opera.  Guest soloists include soprano 
Jamille Lea, tenor Brian Downen, and baritone Jonathan Hays.  Both Jamille and Brian appeared with EPSO in October 
2021 when they performed in the world premiere of Jorge Martin’s lovely El Paso Requiem.  I look forward to hearing 
these artists again in this special concert.

Once again, we present a holiday concert in December with Christmas in Vienna as this year’s theme, featuring El 
Paso’s beloved Chorale Union and renowned jazz vocalist Candice Reyes.  The holiday concert has become a very 
popular EPSO mainstay.

One of the jewels of the Symphony is the Opening Notes held before each subscription concert in the Philanthropy 
Theater adjacent to the Plaza Theatre (entrance near the box office), presented by Nathan Black.  Notes begin at 6:30 
p.m. and provide not only a more fulfilling and enriching concert experience but also a way to beat the parking rush 
and ensure an on-time concert arrival.   

Outside of our normal subscription series, the orchestra will accompany the film Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets™ on Saturday, November 9.  November also brings the fall concert for the El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestra, 
on November 3, featuring over 200 area students.  

The second half of our concert series season in the spring also promises to be fabulous.  And watch our website 
for more exciting events in the spring, including our annual March Madness fundraiser with a viewing of the final 
basketball game of the NCAA men’s tournament.  

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the El Paso Symphony Orchestra, I thank you — our patrons — for your support 
of our awesome orchestra.  I hope to see you at many concerts in the years to follow.  I also extend a very special thank 
you to our concert sponsors and our many donors. 
       
       Marise Textor, Chair, EPSO
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EPSOA Board of TrusteesChair’s Greeting
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EPSOA Board of TrusteesChair’s Greeting

CHAIR
Marise Textor

CHAIR-ELECT
Max Villaronga

VICE PRESIDENTS
Gary McCrory – Financial Development

Michael Montes – VP Finance and Administration
JoAnn Longoria – VP Marketing
Victoria Panetta – VP Marketing

Jeffrey Weikert – VP Audience Development
Andres Sandoval – VP Artistic Advisement

Carmen Byers – VP Education & Community Engagement
C.B. Burns – Member At-Large

Joe Conzelman – Member At-Large
Scott Felix – Member At-Large

Secret Wherrett – Member At-Large

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRMAN
Debbie Hand

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Arlene Carroll

Jessica Christianson
Tomas De Leon

Lisa Elbjorn
Jorge Espino

Ruben Hernandez
Michelle Miller

Adolfo Torres, Jr.
Sue Woo

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Marlene Stewart

EX-OFFICIOS
Kerry Ellison, El Paso Symphony Foundation Chair

Jennifer Woo, El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras Chair

ORCHESTRA COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE
Joy Zalkind
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EPSO Musicians
BOHUSLAV RATTAY
  Music Director
  Sue & Dr. Doug Woo Director’s Chair

FIRST VIOLINS
Matthew Vera
  Concertmaster
  Emily & Jim Langford Chair 
Stephanie Meyers
  Associate Concertmaster
  Dr. & Mrs. W. J. Strader Chair  
Brigid McCarthy
  Assistant Concertmaster
  Elia del Carmen Mares Chair
Cristina Leony
  Vicki & John Hamilton Chair
Vanessa Cedillos  
  Tippin, Lundy & Kohlberg Families Chair
Jasmine Gomez
Stephen Nordstrom
  Doug Schwartz Chair
Leslee Way
Diana Gilliland  
  Anita & Elliott Werner Chair
Allegra Artis
Daniel Rivera

SECOND VIOLINS
Ana Maria Quintero
  Principal
  Novamex Chair
Roberto Jurado
  Assistant Principal
  Dr. Radsoveta & James Wells Chair
LeAnn Isaac
  Debbie Hand Chair
Elizabeth Zamora
Adria Dunn
Cindy Cabada
Shelly Wood
Cody Fineron
Preston Griffith 
Sarai Pugliese

VIOLAS
Mara Arredondo
  Marise & Roy Textor Chair
Monica Arredondo
  Marise & Roy Textor Chair 
Jessica Lane
Laura Campbell
Ray Arreola
Laynee Stokes

CELLOS
James Carney
  Principal
  Mrs. Robert M. Graham, Sr. Foundation Chair
Jorge Espinoza
  Assistant Principal
Michael Way
Rodrigo Maldonado
  Tippin, Lundy & Kohlberg Families Chair
Erin Eyles Espinoza
Nathan Black
  Mr. & Mrs. Max Villaronga Chair
Hyerim Mapp
Alina Vasquez

BASSES
Ian Narlock
  Principal
  Paige & Chris Buechley Chair
Robert Taylor
  Assistant Principal
William Scholten
Darrell Downey
  Linda A. Shubeck & Darrel W. Dodson Chair 
Tyler Valdez
Erick Rios

FLUTES
Joy Zalkind
  Principal
  Deborah G. Hamlyn Chair
Jesus Candela
Jennifer Gonzalez
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EPSO Musicians
OBOES
Sara Renner
  Principal
  Becky & Bill Holmes Chair
Kevin Lett
Frank Renteria

CLARINETS
Jim Logan
  Principal
  Wilma Salzman Chair
Josh Peterson
Stephen Savage

BASSOONS
Cara Luffey
  Principal  
Diego Delgado
Bryan Chin-Foon

HORNS
Richard Lambrecht
  Principal
  Duggins, Mann, Wren & Romero Chair
Nancy Joy
  William & Beverly Weston Chair
John Groves
  Assistant Principal
  Drs. Jie Wu & Miguel Terrazas Chair
Frank Juarez
  Helen Mott Chair
Kimberly Beasley

TRUMPETS
Nancy Taylor
  Principal
  Blake, Nicole & Sue Anderson Chair 
Jacob Dalager
Paul McLaughlin

TROMBONES
Sander Schiller
  Principal
  Carl Russell Chair
Jan Zubeck
  Doris Poessiger, Fiesta World Travel Chair
Steve Wilson

TUBA
Clinton Sims
  Principal
  Daniel R. Tovar, LPC NCC & Leo Feuerstein Chair

HARP
Anna Hamrick
  Principal
  Linda A. Shubeck & Darrel W. Dodson Chair

KEYBOARD
Dena Kay Jones
  Principal
  Southwest Retina Consultants Chair
  
TIMPANI
Larry White
  Principal
  Linda and Kerry Ellison Chair

PERCUSSION
Leandro Valenzuela
  Principal
  Drs. Rana Kronfol & Fadi Hanbali Chair
Deborah Eichholz Lain 
Mark Saenz

CHORUS MASTER
Dr. Elisa Fraser Wilson

PERSONNEL MANAGER
LeAnn Isaac
  Debbie Hand Chair

LIBRARIAN
Michael Way

STAGE MANAGER
Steve Ligorio
Lu Padula
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Music Director

Czech-American conductor 
Bohuslav Rattay is a busy ambassador 
for classical music, working with 
orchestras across the globe to 
produce symphonic works of all 
kinds to a diverse audience.  Rattay 
is the music director of the El Paso 
Symphony Orchestra, currently in 
his seventh season; and the Midland 
Symphony Orchestra in Michigan.  As 
he gains a reputation as one of the 
finest young talents of his generation, 
Mr. Rattay combines impassioned 
and virtuosic musicianship with a 
determination to bring great music 
into the lives of all people.
An enthusiastic promoter for 
classical music, Mr. Rattay strives 

to bring the traditional and 
innovative together in a manner 
exciting and fresh for his audience. 
He is renowned for his unique 
concert programs, incorporating 
special audience discussions and 
including multi-media elements. 
He is also appreciated for his 
passion for the classics, with special 
appreciation often given to his 
insightful understanding of the 
music of his native Bohemia. Rattay 
has been praised for his ability to 
communicate the depth of a diverse 
range of music to his audience, 
for the classics, “Rattay is certainly 
the man for Tchaikovsky’s fourth” 
(Charleston Today, 2011), and for the 
fashionable, “Watching him conduct 
is like watching a painter creating 
rich imagery to live music on a large 
canvas” (El Paso Times, 2013). His 
intelligent and vast programming 
allows him to connect to a broad 
range of audience, creating new 
symphony-goers while entertaining 
the enthusiasts.

Rattay’s talents and abilities are 
highly praised. He is internationally 
acclaimed by critics and audiences 
alike for his fresh and inspired 
musical interpretations. He has 
received accolades for his “vibrant” 
performances and his “elegant 
panache,” (Charleston City Paper, 
2009), his ability to lead the 
orchestra with his “infectious zest 
and physicality,” (Midland Daily News, 
2013), and his one-of-a-kind artistry, 
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Music Director

 Ellen Gulbas 
Owner 

7933 N. Mesa, Suite N 
El Paso, TX 79932 

Phone 915-584-1183 
Fax 915-584-3050 

gulbasvanities@aol.com 

bringing “personal perspective… that 
will be remembered for many years,” 
(Duluth News Tribune, 2012).
His overflowing passion for classical 
music is highly solicited, recently 
appearing as guest conductor with 
the Colorado Symphony, the Duluth-
Superior Symphony, the Hilton 
Head Symphony, and the Teplice 
Philharmonic in his native Czech 
Republic. Other recent engagements 
include the Virginia Symphony, 
West Michigan Symphony, Prague's 
Dvořák Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Charleston (SC) Symphony, where he 
received several critical accolades. 
He has also conducted the National 
Symphony Orchestra as part of 
the National Conducting Institute 
and was selected by the American 
Symphony Orchestra League 
to participate in its Conducting 
Fellowship Program.

Believing in the power of education, 
Mr. Rattay is a committed pedagogue 
of the younger generations. Rattay 
is the conductor of the University of 
Texas at El Paso (UTEP) Symphony 
Orchestra. He has been a music 
faculty member of the College 
of William and Mary, Ball State 
University, and is a frequent guest 
conductor of all-state and youth 
orchestras across the United States. 
The combination of his youthful 
energy along with his conducting 
skills make him highly valued as an 
inspirational mentor.

Mr. Rattay holds degrees from the 
Prague Conservatory, Rice University 
and the Peabody Institute of Music. 
He names Gustav Meier, Larry 
Rachleff, Benjamin Kamins, and 
Neeme Jarvi as his most influential 
teachers.

Have you noticed the red bands around 
the conductor’s podium and some           

orchestra chairs? 

These represent a Chair Sponsorship by 
an individual or corporation.   

Chair sponsorships not only support the 
EPSO operating budget, but helps our 

musicians feel valued and appreciated. 

HELP US BAND  

EVERY CHAIR RED! 

Call the symphony office (915) 532-3776 
for more information. 



 

Proud Supporters of the El Paso Symphony Orchestra  

4171 N. Mesa, Suite B100 El Paso, Texas 79902-1498 
Phone: 915.542.1733  Fax: 915.544.5440  Email: cpa@cpaelpaso.com 

14
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a division of the 

www.epsyo.org
915.525.8978

info@epsyos.org

EPSYO members perform exciting symphonic music in El Paso’s finest    
concert halls and get the opportunity to learn from EPSO musicians 

in small and large group settings.  The EPSYO accepts students       
between the ages of 8 and 22 with at least one year of musical study.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED 
ON A YEAR ROUND BASIS. JOIN US ON STAGE!

NOVEMBER 3, 2024 
FALL CONCERT

3:00pm Plaza Theatre

FEBRUARY 2, 2025
WINTER CONCERT 

3:00pm Plaza Theatre 

MARCH 23, 2025
SIDE BY SIDE CONCERT

3:00pm Abraham Chavez Theatre
featuring EPSO, EPSYO and TOCANDO

MAY 18, 2025
FINAL CONCERT

3:00pm Abraham Chavez Theatre

EPSYO 2024 2025 CONCERT SERIES
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September Guest Artist September Program

MATTHEW VERA, Violin

Mexican-American violinist Matthew Vera 
is known for his versatility as a soloist, 
chamber musician, and orchestral leader.
 
As an orchestral musician, Matthew 
can be heard all over the country. He 
has been a member of the Boston 
Philharmonic’s first violin section 
since 2010 and is occasionally a guest 
concertmaster. Matthew will join the 
El Paso Symphony as concertmaster 
in the fall of 2024 where he has been 
serving as guest concertmaster since 
the spring of 2022. Matthew frequents 
the stages of the Boston Ballet, the 
Portland Symphony, the Rhode Island 
Philharmonic, and the Boston Modern 
Orchestra Project, among others. 
Most recently Matthew served as 
concertmaster for the revival of Evita at 
the American Repertory Theatre during 
the summer of 2023 and returned to 

the A.R.T as concertmaster for a new 
production of Gatsby in the summer of 
2024.
 
An avid chamber musician, Matthew is 
the first violinist of the emerging Izarra 
String Quartet. Izarra explores fresh 
interpretations of the classic repertoire, 
focusing on amplifying compositional 
voices of the LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC 
communities. Matthew is a violinist 
with Castle of our Skins, a concert 
and educational series dedicated to 
celebrating Black artistry through music. 
He also has been heard with Aurea 
Ensemble, Radius Ensemble, Juventas 
New Music Ensemble, and Monadnock 
Music.
 
Matthew made his solo debut on the 
viola with the Tucson Philharmonia at 
age 14. He has appeared as a soloist with 
the Buffalo Philharmonic, the Tucson 
Philharmonia, the Tucson Symphony, 
the World Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
and the New England Conservatory 
Symphony. He has attended numerous 
festivals including Tanglewood, the 
Heifetz Institute, Brevard Music Center, 
Green Mountain Chamber Music Festival, 
and more.
 
A native of Tucson, Arizona, Matthew’s 
early musical training was fostered 
through the Tucson Unified Public 
Schools and Tucson Junior Strings, a 
unique conductorless orchestra training 
program for young people. He graduated 
from the New England Conservatory 
where he studied with James Buswell, 
Lucy Chapman, and Donald Weilerstein. 
His mentors have included: the Borromeo 
String Quartet, Roger Tapping, Martha 
Katz, and John Heiss.
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September Guest Artist September Program

Friday, September 20, 2024
Saturday, September 21, 2024

7:30 p.m.
Plaza Theatre

BOHUSLAV RATTAY, Conductor
           MATTHEW VERA, Violin

VIVALDI
The Four Seasons

Spring 
Summer
Autumn
Winter

Intermission

MAHLER
Symphony No. 1 D major (Titan)

Langsam, Schleppend
Kräftig bewegt

Feierlich und gemessen
Stürmisch bewegt

Programs and artists are subject to change.

Generously sponsored by

The Marlene & J.O. Stewart, Jr. Foundation
With the support of the Museums and Cultural Affairs Department, 

the Texas Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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September Program Notes September Program Notes
Antonio Vivaldi
Born March 4, 1678 – Venice, Italy
Died July 28, 1741 – Vienna, Austria

The Four Seasons

It seems that the further back in history 
you look, the accomplishments of 
singular human beings become more 
and more impressive. For some reason, 
while we live in a time filled with 
incredible tools like personal computers 
and artificial intelligence that allow us to 
be more efficient than ever before, we 
pale in comparison to the great human 
miracles of the distant past.
  
Music has had many of these remarkable 
people.  Perfect examples include 
composers like Dimitri Shostakovich 
who could write a symphony from start 
to finish over a few days.  Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart was churning out 
timeless masterpieces while still a 
teenager.  Johann Sebastian Bach, 
perhaps the greatest musical mind the 
Western world has ever seen, practically 
defined what music would become 
over the next quarter millennium.  And 
then there’s Antonio Vivaldi, whose 
life work inside and out of music was 
breathtakingly beautiful.
  
Vivaldi was destined to become a 
priest.  Baptized immediately after birth, 
he was ordained at age 25.  However, 
due to severe asthma, he would 
eventually become barred from holding 
mass.  Instead, he would continue his 
liturgical work at the Ospendale della 
Pieta, an orphanage and hospital in 
Venice where Vivaldi would win the 
post of resident violinist and music 
teacher.  This turn of events would lead 
to Vivaldi’s true legacy and over the next 
three decades he would compose so 
much music that his final catalog is still 
disputed to this day, as many as 1,200 
works total.

 Most of Vivaldi’s music was written 
for the children under the care of the 
orphanage as Vivaldi would quickly find 
himself teaching more than playing 
the violin.  His pieces were not just 
intended to be great music, however, 
but pedagogical tools designed for the 
specific skill levels of individual student 
musicians under his care.  The more 
skilled the child, the more intricate and 
complex Vivaldi’s new piece would be.
  
These remarkable pieces by Vivaldi 
are performed regularly all over the 
world. Still, there are four that would 
define Vivaldi’s fame throughout 
the 20th century, becoming staples 
of what everyday people consider 
“classical music.”  They are all violin 
concertos:  Concerto No. 1 in E major, 
Op. 8, RV 269 “Spring”, Concerto No. 2 in G 
minor, Op. 8, RV 315 “Summer,” Concerto 
No. 3 in F Major, Op. 8, RV 293 “Autumn,” 
and Concerto No. 4 in F minor, Op. 8, RV 297 
“Winter.”  
 
As the subtitles suggest, each concerto 
creates a soundscape representing one 
of the seasons within nature.  Contrary 
to popular belief this was a strategy 
of Vivaldi’s own doing, extraordinary, 
given that non-operatic program 
music was exceedingly rare before 
the 19th century.  The works are also 
unique because they are more often 
performed as a set rather than individual 
concertos.  The combined length of all 
four pieces equals a similar performance 
time of a romantic or 20th-century 
concerto, perfect for today’s concert halls.

Gustav Mahler

Born July 7, 1860 – Bohemia
Died May 18, 1911 – Vienna, Austria

Symphony No. 1 in D Major (Titan)

The end of the 19th century was a 
polarizing time in the music world as an 
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opinion war had broken out between 
composers as to how to approach the 
future.  Looking back at the turn of the 
same century, Ludwig van Beethoven 
was busy changing the game.  The 
personal musical evolution across his 
56-year life was enough to change music 
forever as musicians are still holding 
themselves to the Beethoven standard 
today.  Beethoven, however, would not 
live to be surprised by the fact that only 
half a century later the game would be 
changed again, and this time musicians 
wouldn’t follow suit so easily.
   
The true battle began in 1894 when 
Claude Debussy completed his orchestral 
tone poem Prelude to the Afternoon 
of a Faun, a work so beautiful and so 
shockingly unique that textbooks would 
later refer to it as “the beginning of 
modern music.”  However, not everyone 
was convinced as there were plenty who 
still firmly believed in the structure and 
harmonic techniques of the Beethoven 
school.  One of those individuals was 
Gustav Mahler, who would later be 
cemented as one of the late-romantic 
era’s greatest champions whose work 
demands the utmost respect from the 
audience and the performers in today’s 
concert halls.
  
Mahler’s first symphony would be 
premiered in Budapest in 1889.  It is the 
perfect introduction to Mahler’s style and 
intentions as he would push back against 
the full turn to modernism for the rest of 
his career.  Mahler would ultimately be 
remembered as a symphonist and while 
many of his works are enormous and 
intimidating, Symphony No. 1, known as 
“Titan,” is a tremendously easy piece of 
music to enjoy. 
 
Symphony No. 1 in D Major was completed 
in 1888 but would not reach its final 
form until a decade later.  Though 
now universally performed in four 

movements, Mahler originally intended 
a five-movement orchestral tone 
poem.  Music entitled Blumine (flower 
piece) acted as the work’s second 
movement for its premiere and two 
performances after, but was officially 
withdrawn from the piece by Mahler 
himself in 1894.  Blumine was not original 
to the first symphony and had been 
sourced from incidental music written 
by Mahler in 1884.  It remains rarely 
performed at all today.  Regardless, there 
are a few recordings readily available 
that feature Blumine as the symphony’s 
second movement.
  
Symphony No. 1 is referred to as “Titan,” a 
confusing nickname given that this work 
is one of Mahler’s shortest contributions 
to the genre.  This becomes quite 
meaningful when realizing the majority 
of Mahler’s symphonies take well over 
an hour to perform.  Only Mahler’s first 
and fourth symphonies stay below the 
60-minute timeframe.  “Titan” refers 
back to Mahler’s original intentions to 
create a large-tone poem as he would 
coin the subtitle himself after the piece’s 
first major revision in reference to his 
inspiration via Jean Paul’s 1800 novel of 
the same name.  Although Mahler would 
only use this subtitle briefly before a 
third major rework of the symphony, 
“Titan” remains the nickname of choice 
and comes with the instant realization 
that you are about to hear one of the 
landmark works from the very end of the 
nineteenth century.
  
Nathan Black is the general manager of 
the El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras 
and a section cellist in the El Paso 
Symphony Orchestra.  In addition, he 
produces and hosts 88.5 FM KTEP’s El Paso 
Symphony Orchestra Broadcast, and as 
of 2022 is the resident lecturer of EPSO’s 
“Opening Notes” series.
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  El Paso Music 
Teachers Association 

The El Paso Music Teachers Association, an affiliate of Texas Music Teachers Association and  
Music Teachers National Association, is a professional organization composed of local music  

teachers.  The following activities are available to member teachers and their students: 

• Solo Festival 
 
• Boys Recital 
 
• Baroque Contest       

and Recital 
 
• Sonata/Sonatina    

Festival 
 
• Local Annual Recitals 

(many themes: Zoo, 
Halloween, Patriotic, 
Women in Music, and 
Around the World) 

• World of Music-Music   
Appreciation Course 

 
• State Theory Tests 
 
• Original Composition    

Contest 
 
• Ensemble Programs for 

the Texas Music     
Teachers Association 
Contest 

 
• Performance Contests 
 
• Publication Contest 
 

Teacher Members 
WEST 
Kimberly Dalton 
Karol Garmon* 
Anna Habicht 
Ann R. Hallmark 
Cara Luffey 
Lauren Martinez 
Mary Diane Morrow* 
Judi Wilkinson 
Faith Wu-Yapp 
 
CENTRAL 
Johanna Bopp 
Dr. Esequiel Meza, D.M.A. 
 
KERN-MISSION HILLS 
Gloria Flores 
 
CITY-WIDE 
Irmadelina Mendez 
Al Murillo 
Cystal Oddo 
Alfredo Poblano 
 
 

 
EAST 
Lydia Boureslan 
Angelica Cano 
Alice Larson 
HaeJi Lee 
Marian Lumpkin 
Diane Sarrels 
 
NORTHEAST 
Aurora Aguilar 
Betty Bassuk 
Ashley King 
 
UPPER VALLEY 
Andrea Davis 
 
UTEP 
Dr. Nayeli Dousa 
Dr. Dena Kay Jones 
 
EPCC 
Dr. Joseph Lecher 
Dr. Alina Vasquez, D.M.A. 
 
NMSU 
Dr. Laura Spitzer 

 
 
HONORARY MEMBERS 
Sammie Booth 
Edith Faust 
Dr. Marcia Fountain 
 
HONORARY MEMBERS 
(IN MEMORY) 
Dr. Stefan Bardas 
Abraham Chavez 
David Faust 
Dr. Richard Henderson 
Dr. Arryl Paul 
Irma Kluck* 
Mabel Prager 
Michael Salzman 
Mary Lou Wade 
 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Mark Watts 
Frederick Kluck 
 
BUSINESS MEMBERS 
Bertie’s Music Sales and Repairs 
Craig & Nadya Russell,  
    Piano Technicians 
Olivas Music 
White’s Music Box 
 
Diane Sarrels, President 
(915) 525-0168 

*NTCM- Nationally Certified Teacher of Music 

www.epmta.org 
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THE MARLENE & J.O. STEWART, JR. FOUNDATION 

SEPTEMBER CONCERT SPONSOR 

A healthy symphony orchestra is a major asset for any city. El Paso 
has experienced over 100 years of great concert music.  The role 

played by the musicians in working with our board of directors over 
these years  demonstrates the commitment of all El Paso to 

this endeavor.

The Stewart Family Foundation considers it a privilege to be part of 
this process. The music education provided by our various           

independent school districts and the University of Texas at El Paso 
provides a quality of musical training in  classical, jazz, pop, folk, 

rock and the exciting music of our traditional Hispanic culture that is 
second to none in Texas.

We express our appreciation to those educational boards, faculties,        
private music teachers and the private sector supporters who make 
it all possible.  Thank you El Paso Symphony Orchestra for providing 

our great city with wonderful music! 

Marlene & James Stewart



 wishes to thank its Special Events Sponsors
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www.epso.org 915.532.3776

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2022
Plaza theater, 7:00pm

With the EL PASO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

WIZARDING WORLD and all related trademarks, characters, names, and indicia 
are © & Warner Bros.   Entertainment Inc. Publishing Rights © JKR.

Saturday, November 9, 2024
Plaza theatre, 7:00pm

with the EL PASO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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Dr. John L. Ellis II 
Dr. Ammon D. Garner 

University Hills Plaza 
3800 N. Mesa, Suite B-1 
El Paso, Texas 79902 
(915) 533-1811 

Office Hours by Appointment 
We accept most Insurance including Medicare 

www.UniversityVisionCentre.com 

 

 

        

      El Paso’s Eco-Friendly Cleaner  

We take great pride in our long history of 
growth and our commitment to great 

quality and customer service. Allow us to 
keep your garments fresh and clean while 

keeping it environmentally friendly. 

www.supremelaundrycleaners.com  
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LB.cpa  •  4130 Rio Bravo Street

Certified Public Accountants working in harmony.
Lauterbach, Borschow & Co. is proud 

to support the El Paso Symphony Orchestra.
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Experience 3 
Generations 

of Personal 
Commitment 

to Professional 
Services!

www.sandymesser.comSue Woo
915.740.5600

suejfw@aol.com

Jennifer Woo 
915.539.6132
jenawoo@gmail.com

Brandon Woo 
915.539.5321

brandonwoorealtor@gmail.com
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of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign under 
bass-baritone Ricardo Herrera. While 
pursuing her doctorate, Jamille Lea was 
the soprano soloist in the world premiere 
of The El Paso Requiem with the El Paso 
Symphony Orchestra and she performed 
the role of The Countess in Le Nozze di 
Figaro and Lucia in Lucia di Lammermoor.

Brian Downen, tenor and Associate 
Professor of Voice at the University of 
Texas at El Paso, has sung leading roles 
in more than 85 productions for opera 
houses worldwide. Mr. Downen is known 
for his portrayals of leading men in the 
bel canto operas of Mozart and Rossini 
including numerous productions of 
Il Barbiere di Siviglia, La Cenerentola, 
L’Italiana in Algeri, Don Giovanni and 
Die Zauberflöte. He debuted at the 
Metropolitan Opera in 2016 in Roberto 
Devereux and has since returned as 
Triquet in Eugene Onegin and as an 
understudy for the four servants in Les 
Contes d’Hoffmann. 

Engagements in 2023-24 included the 
role of Philemon in the Haydn marionette 
opera Jupiter’s Journey to the Earth 
with the Little Opera Theatre of New 
York; Gastone in La Traviata, and tenor 
soloist in Mozart by Moonlight with El 
Paso Opera. Mr. Downen is a finalist 
for the 2024 American Prize national 

October Guest Artists
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October Guest Artists

JAMILLE LEA, Soprano

Soprano Jamille Lea received her master’s 
degree at the University of Texas at El 
Paso. She received her undergraduate 
degree in Vocal Performance from the 
University of North Texas, where she 
studied under tenor Richard Croft. During 
her undergraduate career, she performed 
the roles of Lucy in The Three Penny Opera, 
and Oberto in Handel’s Alcina. She was 
a featured soloist during the A Cappella 
choir tour of South Korea. Jamille Lea 
has been a member of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan Company of El Paso for many 
years and has performed lead roles in 
The Pirates of Penzance, The Mikado, The 
Sorcerer, Patience, The Gondoliers, and 
Trial By Jury. She also made her debut 
as Cosette in the UTEP Dinner Theater’s 
production of Les Misérables in the Spring 
of 2014. Jamille Lea served as a Young 
Artist with El Paso Opera for two years 
under the direction of Justin Lucero 
and David Holloway. Most recently, she 
performed the roles of Zweite Dame and 
Papagena in El Paso Opera’s production 
of Die Zauberflöte. Jamille Lea is currently 
pursuing her doctorate at the University 

BRIAN DOWNEN, Tenor
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Patrick Delhougne 
Founder and Managing Partner 
917.817.4026 

patrick.delhougne@populuscapital.com    ·  www.populuscapital.com 

JONATHAN HAYS, Baritone

competition in the categories of the 
Ernst Bacon Memorial Award for the 
Performance of American Music, and 
the Friedrich & Virginia Schorr Memorial 
Award for the Performance of Art Song 
and Oratorio.
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Baritone Jonathan Hays has performed 
leading roles with the Los Angeles Opera, 
Washington National Opera, Lincoln 
Center Festival, Bel Canto at Caramoor, 
Opera de la Colombia, Cape Town Opera, 
Central City Opera, and Portland Opera, 
and has appeared as a soloist with the 
Orchestra of St. Luke’s, Mostly Mozart 

Festival, American Symphony Orchestra, 
Colorado Symphony Orchestra, Colorado 
Springs Philharmonic, Pasadena Pops, 
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, New 
Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Alabama 
Symphony, the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra, and many others. 

Mr. Hays is on the voice faculty of the 
University of Colorado Springs and 
Colorado College. For more information, 
visit jonathanhays.net

Want to learn more about the 
program, composers  

and artists? 
 

Join Nathan Black  
6:30pm in the  

Philanthropy Theatre prior to 
each classical concert for 

 

 OPENING NOTES 

P
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October Program
JUDY & KIRK ROBISON 

OCTOBER CONCERT SPONSOR 

 The El Paso Symphony Orchestra has a been a cultural force in our      
community for 94 years and as we look to the future of the EPSO 

we are encouraged by those who support our fine musicians and by 
the high musical standards to which they perform. 

Judy and I are proud to have supported the El Paso Symphony     
Orchestra for over 30 years. Judy was president of the El Paso         

Symphony Guild during the 1987 1988 season and the chairman of 
the El Paso  Symphony Orchestra Board of Trustees                       

during the 1999 2000 season. 

We are committed to continuing to enhance the quality of life in 
our community and supporting the cultural arts that enrich           

our lives. 

 
Congratulations El Paso Symphony Orchestra on your                                 

94th Anniversary Season! 
 

Judy & Kirk Robison  
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October Program
Friday, October 18, 2024

Saturday, October 19, 2024
7:30 p.m. Plaza Theatre

BOHUSLAV RATTAY, Conductor
JAMILLE LEA, Soprano
BRIAN DOWNEN, Tenor

JONATHAN HAYS, Baritone

VERDI
Nabucco: Overture

DONIZETTI
Don Pasquale: ”Bella siccome un angelo“

Lucia di Lammermoor: “Verranno a te sull’aure”

MOZART
Così fan tutte: “Rivolgete a lui lo sguardo”

BELLINI
Norma: “Casta diva”

DONIZETTI
L’elisir d’amore: “Una furtiva lagrima”

MOZART
Don Giovanni: “Là ci darem la mano”

VERDI
Rigoletto: “La Donna è mobile”

Intermission

R. STRAUSS
Der Rosenkavalier Suite

Programs and artists are subject to change.

Generously sponsored by

JUDY & KIRK ROBISON
With the support of the Museums and Cultural Affairs Department,

 the Texas Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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Passionate fans of classical music know 
some label it as boring and disengaging.  
Of course, this is complete nonsense.  
Serious music that is presented in 
orchestral halls and opera houses is all 
about listening.  Like a beautiful painting 
meant to be gazed at or a scrumptious 
wine meant to be savored, music is for 
our brains to completely smother us with 
endless intellectual satisfaction.  

Nevertheless, if you’re up for some rowdy 
fun as well as sonic stimulation, opera 
arias are for you.  An “aria” is a song within 
an opera, usually existing as a solo for one 
of the plot’s main characters.  Characters 
with arias are typically sung by the best 
vocalists in the business — on top of 
singing, the performers need to “act” 
out the scene, as opera is a constant 
combination of theater and music 
combined.  This is not an easy task given 
you need to fill an entire concert hall 
with your voice while fighting against an 
orchestra.  

On top of catchy music sung by 
exceptionally gifted individuals, arias 
are the most engaging part of a concert 
for the audience.  Just like at a jazz gig, 
you’re encouraged to clap and show 
your enthusiasm at an aria’s conclusion.  
This means an opera has numerous 
opportunities for a passionate fan to get 
their heart pumping joyously.  

This evening you will hear a compilation 
of beloved arias sung in the Italian 
language.  Sit back, relax, be prepared to 
shed a tear, and get ready to stand and 
applaud! 

Giuseppe Verdi
Born October 10, 1813 — Le Roncole, Italy
Died January 27, 1901 — Milan, Italy

Nabucco: Overture

If there is a composer who wins the 
award for a life story filled with the 
most acute tragedy and triumph, it is 
Giuseppe Verdi.  Today Verdi is one of the 
pinnacles of any opera company — If 
you’re not programming Verdi, you’re not 
truly experiencing opera.  Italian opera 
from 19th-century romanticism remains 
the center of the genre’s popularity 
today.  The Italians knew how to do 
it:  The plots, the songs, the singers, the 
pacing…it was a formula that worked 
then and is certainly keeping the buzz 
alive today.  With 28 contributions to 
the genre, Verdi remains the king of the 
category, but his personal life will make 
you weep just as much as any of his 
compositions.  

You could very much compare Verdi’s 
life to an opera plot.  He married his first 
wife Margherita Barezzi in 1836 and 
quickly fathered two children, Virginia 
and Icilio.  But Verdi’s Shakespearean 
tragedy was soon to begin as Virginia 
died in the summer of 1838 and Icilio 
the following spring.  As if life wasn’t 
being cruel enough to Verdi, Margherita 
died in 1840.  His life now in ruins, Verdi 
embraced a defeat — He swore never to 
compose again.  

Thankfully Verdi’s musical withdrawal 
was short-lived as the La Scala opera 
house in Milan managed to convince him 
to continue working via a three-opera 
contract.  Accepting this deal became the 
most important decision of Verdi’s life as 
he was about to write a new piece that 
would transform his legacy forever.  
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Nabucco can easily be considered 
Verdi’s most crucial work as it marked 
the beginning of an era crowning the 
composer as the greatest opera figure 
alive.  Remarkably, Verdi completed 
it in 1841, just one year after the total 
demise of his immediate family.  It was 
then performed at La Scala for the first 
time in 1842.  The work was so well 
received that dozens of performances 
were immediately added to La Scala’s 
upcoming playbills and Verdi was on 
track to create the legacy he is known for 
today.  

Nabucco is the tale of King 
Nebuchadnezzar II’s (here named 
Nabucco) persecution and exile of the 
Hebrew Israelites.  As is typical with 
Italian opera, the primary plot is simply 
a holding cell for more poignant tales of 
love, deceit, and tragedy.  The opera ends 
with Nabucco coming to grips with his 
own transgressions against the Israelites 
and adopting the Hebrew god as his own.  

Nabucco has a strong sense of darkness 
turning to light. Appropriate for a man 
who knew the darkness best.  

Richard Strauss
Born June 11, 1864 — Munich, Germany
Died September 8, 1949—Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Germany

Der Rosenkavalier Suite

Like the great Gustav Mahler, Richard 
Strauss was greatly inspired by the 
19th-century Beethoven school of 
romanticism but found himself living 
in a time that was starting to move on. 
The modernist era was approaching 
fast — new harmonies and orchestration 
techniques that would have seemed 

taboo a century earlier were now readily 
appearing.  Composers like Sergei 
Prokofiev and Maurice Ravel would write 
for orchestras in ways that would reshape 
the image of the ensemble in its entirety, 
a trend that would take hold for the next 
40 to 50 years.  For some composers, 
however, new foreign harmonies and 
odd orchestrations were not necessarily 
the most effective way to achieve 
progress.  Richard Strauss progressed the 
symphony orchestra more than almost 
any other at the time, and he did it his 
way:  Bigger, faster, harder. 

Strauss’ orchestral music is the most 
notorious in literature on two fronts.  
First, it is a shock to the senses — if 
you’re lucky enough to witness an 
orchestra knock a Strauss performance 
out of the park it will be a sonic 
experience you’ll never forget.  You’ll 
find yourself asking if what you’re seeing 
and hearing is truly possible from a 
group of 60 to 80 musicians.  Second, 
performers fear Strauss above all 
other composers.  Strauss wrote what 
he pleased without caring about 
what is comfortable and/or possible 
for an instrumentalist, meaning that 
a tremendous amount of skill and 
confidence is required simply to play 
what’s on the page.  Of course, that’s after 
many hours of individual preparation 
before the first rehearsal. 
 
The operas of Richard Strauss are the 
same story. Cherished by the composer 
just as much as his tone poems, Strauss 
was no doubt prolific here, writing 16 
operas throughout his career.  They vary 
greatly, showcasing the diverse musical 
palette of the composer with operas 
dealing with comic plot points and other 
tragic. They range from 90 minutes long 
to over 4 hours. 



Completed in 1910, perhaps Strauss’ 
most triumphant opera contribution 
was Der Rosenkavalier, a comedy in 
three acts with libretto written by Hugo 
von Hofmannsthal.  It is a tale of an 
engagement gone awry when a spoken-
for damsel falls in love with a rose-bearer 
(rosenkavalier) who was only meant to 
deliver a token to her.  It remains one 
of Strauss’ most popular and largest 
works with a 4 1/2-hour runtime when 
accounting for intermissions.
  
Many years after the work’s premiere an 
orchestral suite arrangement of the opera 
appeared on the playbill for a 1944 New 
York Philharmonic Orchestra concert.  At 
that time the suite was completely 
unknown and unpublished.  It was a 
23-minute speed run of the full opera’s 
most charming musical moments that 
represented key points in the plot.  As 

October Program Notes
lovely as the arrangement was, it was 
discovered after the fact that Strauss 
himself was not involved at all in its 
composition.  Its creation is now credited 
to Arthur Rodzinski, the conductor who 
led the New York concert.  Nevertheless, 
it is confirmed that Strauss gave his 
blessing on the suite’s publication 
in 1945, giving the world even more 
astonishing music by the master of 
orchestral assault.
   
Nathan Black is the general manager of 
the El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras 
and a section cellist in the El Paso 
Symphony Orchestra.  In addition, he 
produces and hosts 88.5 FM KTEP’s El Paso 
Symphony Orchestra Broadcast, and as 
of 2022 is the resident lecturer of EPSO’s 
“Opening Notes” series.

THANK YOU!
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October Program Notes THANK YOU!
The El Paso Symphony Orchestra gratefully acknowledges the generous contributions of our 
sponsors for the 2024-2025 Season.  Without the help of organizations such as these, the concert 
you are enjoying this evening would not be possible.

Agua
Special Events Sponsor

Blake, Nicole & Sue Anderson
Principal Trumpet Chair

Marian Apteckar Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Paige & Chris Buechley
Principal Bass Chair

Brooks Family Foundation Trust
Operational Support

The Cardwell Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs
Season Sponsor

Crystal Montessori
Special Events Sponsor

Linda A. Shubeck & Darrel W. 
Dodson
Section Bass Chair
Principal Harp Chair 

Duck Duck Goose
Special Events Sponsor

Cesle & Mamie Dues Foundation
Kids in Tune

Duggins, Mann, Wren & Romero
Principal Horn Chair

Linda and Kerry Ellison
Principal Timpani Chair

El Paso Community Foundation
February Classical Concerts

El Paso Electric Company
Young People’s Concerts

El Paso Live
EPSYO Sponsor

EPISD
Education Programs

Daniel R. Tovar, LPC NCC & Leo 
Feuerstein
Principal Tuba Chair

Harry A. Garbar & Annabelle F. 
Garbar Fund 
Operational Support

Dr. Antonio Ghiselli
Gala Sponsor

Carolyn & Dr. David Gough
Conductor Circle

Mrs. Robert M. Graham, Sr. 
Foundation
Principal Cello Chair

Drs. Fadi Hanbali & Rana Kronfol
Principal Percussion Chair

Debbie Hand
Personnel Manager Chair

Deborah G. Hamlyn
Principal Flute Chair

Sue Smith Harrison Family 
Foundation
Young People’s Concerts

Hervey Foundation
Education & Outreach Program

Walter H. Hightower Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Becky & Bill Holmes
Principal Oboe Chair
December Concert Sponsor

Hunt Companies, Inc.
Education & Outreach Programs
Season Sponsor

Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust
Season Sponsor
Education & Outreach Programs

James, Janie & Mark Keating 
Fund
Education & Outreach Programs

Kemp Smith Law
Season Sponsor

Emily and Jim Langford
Concertmaster Chair

Marathon Petroleum Company
El Paso Symphony Youth 
Orchestras
Tocando Music Project

Elia del Carmen Mares
Assistant Concertmaster Chair

McAfee Foundation
Senior Programs

Robert E. & Evelyn McKee 
Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Mithoff Burton Partners
Season Sponsor

Wilma D. Moleen Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Museums and Cultural Affairs 
Department
Operational Support

Novamex
Principal 2nd Violin Chair

PNC Bank
Education & Outreach Programs

Raiz Federal Credit Union
March Madness Sponsor

Judy & Kirk Robison
October Classical Concerts

Carl Russell
Principal Trombone Chair

Wilma Salzman
Principal Clarinet Chair

The Shiloff Family Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Southwest Retina Consultants
Dr. Greg Trubowitsch, Dr. David 
C. Metrikin, Dr. Jeremy R. 
Cuthbertson, Dr. Dinesh Bahl, 
Dr. Richard Hwang & Dr. Daniel 
Kasuga
Principal Keyboard Chair

Spectrum Technologies
Season Sponsor

The Marlene and J.O. Stewart, 
Jr. Foundation
September Classical Concerts

Dr. & Mrs. W.J. Strader
Associate Concertmaster Chair

Texas Commission on the Arts
December Classical Concert
Operational Support
Education & Outreach Programs

Marise & Roy Textor
Viola Section Chairs

Tippin, Lundy & Kohlberg 
Families
Section 1st Violin Chair
Section Cello Chair

Panetta Villareal Foundation
Special Events Sponsor

Sue & Dr. Doug Woo
Music Director Underwriter
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December Guest Artist

CANDICE REYES

An acclaimed jazz vocalist and recording 
artist from El Paso, Candice Reyes has 
gained a reputation as an active Latina 
jazz vocalist. While residing in New 
Jersey with her husband, saxophonist 
Abel Mireles, and actively involved in 
the New York City scene, she released 
two solo albums Crossing Over produced 
by Mack Goldsbury with Shade Records 
in 2014, and her latest album Your Way 
(2018.) The project Your Way includes 
original compositions and arrangements 
produced by saxophonist Mireles. 
Featuring an incredible cast of musicians, 
including six-time Grammy award winner 
and renowned jazz bassist Christian 
McBride and Grammy nominee Nathan 
Eklund on trumpet, Reyes puts her stamp 
on reimagined jazz standards with her 
lyrical skills, featured on two originals 
“Your Way” and “Live In The Moment.” The 
Candice Reyes Quintet toured in 2018 
from the East Coast to the West Coast 
performing for many local festivals and 
venues. 

Born on April 18, 1986, into a musical 
family, the young vocalist has grown 
to evolve her style and character as a 

passionate performer. Reyes established 
herself in the El Paso jazz scene early in 
her career. Her parents, David and Dora 
Reyes, were recognized and active full-
time musicians in El Paso. Growing up in 
a household filled with music, Reyes was 
introduced to jazz by her parents with her 
first cassette from 1985, Ella Fitzgerald’s 
“Tisket-A-Tasket.”  Reyes gained 
recognition as a rising vocalist performing 
with local jazz musicians and established 
musical groups with her parents, as well 
as being recognized for her talent at 
Hanks High School, where she sang with 
the award-winning jazz band. Candice 
was also part of the local El Paso Youth 
Jazz Program, under the direction of jazz 
trumpeter and educator Marty Olivas, 
as the first female jazz vocalist in her 
generation to participate in the program. 
The ensemble featured special guests, 
such as New York saxophonist and NYU 
educator Dave Pietro, whom Reyes had 
the opportunity to sing alongside. Part of 
her musical experience evolved through 
her education at the University of Texas 
at El Paso where she received a bachelor’s 
degree in commercial music in vocal 
performance.

Reyes currently focuses on The Jazz 
Exchange, which she founded with her 
husband. The couple recently returned 
to El Paso where their passion for 
performing and working with youth 
continues. The organization’s mission 
focuses on building communities 
through music and education.
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December Guest Artist
BILL & BECKY HOLMES 

We are proud to support the El Paso Symphony Orchestra and    
appreciate the enjoyment it brings our community. 

 

Season after season, concert after concert, EPSO performances    
provide our diverse audiences with memorable live musical           

experiences. 

 

We are privileged to play our part and sponsor the December       
concerts “Christmas in Vienna,” and to present an evening of 

holiday cheer for your enjoyment! 

 

We wish you and your family a beautiful holiday season! 

Bill & Becky Holmes
We wish you and your family a beautiful  

holiday season! 

DECEMBER CONCERT SPONSOR 
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Presents
2024 - 2025 SEASON OF MUSICALS
THE DINNER THEATRE

Originally Directed By
ROB ROTH

Originally Produced By
DISNEY THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

Book By
LINDA WOOLVERTON

Lyrics By
HOWARD ASHMAN & TIM RICE

THE UTEP THEATRE AND DANCE DEPARTMENT

TICKETS ON SALE
To UTEP Students, Faculty, Staff and Groups 20+ on September 9, 2024

To The Generaln Public on September 10, 2024  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SCAN QR CODE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.UTEP.EDU/UDT

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE UTEP TICKET CENTER
(915)747-5234

October 11-27, 2024

Music By
Alan Menken
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Monica Salaiz-Narvaez CFP 
Founding Partner / Director of Financial Planning 

 
915-532-8885 

Web: s-wealth.com 
Email: mnarvaez@s-wealth.com 

Managing your wealth starts with a financial 
partner who listens, understands, and who 

provides a clear, actionable plan. 
 

for all the life you love  

Securities offered through Triad Advisors, LLC Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
Services offered through Triad Hybrid Solutions LLC, a registered investment 
advisor. Strategic WA LLC and Strategic WA of Arizona LLC are not affiliated      

with Triad Advisors LLC. 

SOLUT IONS

Airport Printing Service
7 Leigh Fisher Blvd • El Paso Texas 79906

P: 915 772 7488
www.AirportPrinting.com
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The El Paso Symphony family is pleased to acknowledge the following contributors to the 
EPSO Annual Fund, EPSYOs and Tocando.

To all of you, our sincerest thanks for your generosity.
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Beverly & William Weston
Secret & Carl Wherrett
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Contributors

EL PASO SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA
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The El Paso Symphony Office is located on 
the northeast side of the Abraham Chavez 
Theatre.  
  One Civic Center Plaza 
  El Paso, Texas 79901

Office hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.  The Symphony Office 
phone number is 532-EPSO (3776).  

The Plaza Theatre Box Office phone 
number is 231-1100.  It is active during 
concert days only.

Conditions of entry.  Destination El Paso 
reserves the right to conduct an inspection 
on any bags, clothing, or other Items at 
entry point or within any of their venues at 
any time.  Searching for restricted items is 
a condition of entry to protect the safety 
of all patrons attending an event at any 
of the Destination El Paso venues.  Use of 
hand held metal detectors (HHMDs) will 
be administered after completion of initial 
bag check. (All items must be removed 
from pockets and held in hands; with arms 
spread at shoulder height) Failure to comply 
with bag checks and HHMD checks will 
result in denial of entry into any Destination 
El Paso Venue.

An Elevator is located in the Axelson Lobby 
of the Plaza Theatre.

Restrooms are located on all three levels in 
the theater.

Smoking is not permitted in the theater.

Refreshments are available in the theater 
lobby.  

Medical aid is available by contacting any 
theater usher.

Persons who are hearing impaired may 
notify the Symphony Office for hook-up to 
the TDD.

The use of recording devices and 
cameras is strictly prohibited at all 
performances.  The theater reserves the 
right to confiscate such equipment to be 
returned following the performance.

Emergency medical personnel should 
leave their name and seat number with 
the theater manager.  All beepers, radios, 
pagers and telephones must be left with 

the attendant on duty.  This service is 
provided for emergency medical personnel 
only!  Fire exits are located throughout the 
theater.  In case of an emergency, please 
use only those doors with a lighted red exit 
sign for leaving the theater.  Do not use 
elevator in case of an emergency.

Parking is available in the Convention 
Center parking garage and Mills Plaza 
parking garage for a fee.  Free street parking 
is available in various locations near the 
theater.  Please allow ample time for 
parking.  Theater doors open an hour-and-
a-half prior to the start of the performance.

Lost or stolen property is not the 
responsibility of the theater or the El Paso 
Symphony.  Should something be lost or 
stolen, please notify theater security at 
534-0626.

As a courtesy to other audience members 
and the performers, no children under 4 
years of age will be admitted to Classical 
Subscription Concerts.  Children will not 
be admitted even if tickets have already 
been purchased.  We thank you for your 
cooperation.

BEFORE THE DOWNBEAT, PLEASE 
REMEMBER TO TURN OFF ANYTHING 
THAT BEEPS, BLINKS OR RINGS – CELL 
PHONES, PAGERS, WATCHES, AND VIDEO 
GAME DEVICES.  OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
AUDIENCE AND THE PERFORMERS THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

Want to learn more about the 
program? 

 

Join us 6:30pm in the  
Philanthropy Theatre prior to 

each classical concert for 
 

 OPENING NOTES 
 
 

Follow us on 
 
 

 

Patron Information



The Betty Jo & Robert Morris Graham, Sr. Foundation 

Starting a named fund within the El Paso Symphony Orchestra  
Foundation is a simple and essential way to ensure the legacy of the 

El Paso Symphony Orchestra and 
Keep the Music Playing for future generations.  

HIGHLIGHTED FUND 

With a minimum donation you can create your own named fund.  
Grow your fund through continued personal gifts or invite your 
family and friends to contribute to your fund.  Let us help you get 

started! Give our office a call at  (915) 532 3776.

Keep the Music Playing 

BJ was an ardent supporter of the El Paso Symphony Orchestra 
throughout her time in El Paso. Their endowment secures her 

legacy and their continued support of EPSO.  Thank you,         
Mr. & Mrs. Graham for your endowment! 

44

Remembering/ Honoring
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Foundation Legacy Fund established to support annual operating 
needs and priorities. 

The Betty Jo & Robert Morris Graham, Sr. Charitable Endowment Fund
The Hugh K. Frederick, Jr. Fund The Carolyn & David Gough Fund

The Ruth Ellen Jacobson Podium Chair  The Judy & Morton Leonard Fund
The Evelyn & Edward Schwartz Fund

Musician Development Fund created to ensure resources are       
available to maintain musician salaries, endow chairs, recruit and train new 
musicians, and maintain our music library.  

The Julian Sadowski Violin Fund
Young Artists Fund created to support the operating and capital needs 
of the El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras.  

The Robert & Sara Shiloff Fund 

For more information about setting up your own family fund, 
contact the El Paso Symphony office at 915 532 3776.

Preserve our Future 

Remembering/ Honoring
REMEMBERING

BRUCE HALLMARK
Ann Hallmark

ROGER HOVIS
Westside Welcome Club of El Paso

MARCUS HUNT
Carolyn & David Gough

HONORING 

CAROLYN GOUGH
Ruth Ellen Jacobson
Ruta & Dick Strader

RUTH ELLEN JACOBSON
Carolyn & David Gough

MARY BETH & RICHARD MCCALLUM
50th Wedding Anniversary

Caryl & David Fickett
Carolyn & David Gough

DANIEL MORENO
Tocando Music Project

Troller Fund

MARLENE STEWART
Ruta & Dick Strader

RUTA & DICK STRADER
Martini & Steve DeGroat
Carolyn & David Gough



Services & In-Kind Contributions

Mithoff Burton Partners 

proudly supports the

El Paso Symphony Orchestra 

as it celebrates

its 94th season.

Good work for good clients. Since 1931.

Mithof fBurton.com
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Services & In-Kind Contributions
Cardwell Foundation, Hunt Companies, Inc., Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust, Kemp Smith 
Law, Mithoff Burton Partners, Spectrum Technologies are the Official Season Sponsors 
of the El Paso Symphony.  

Rita Baca

Bahama Buck’s

Angel & Rosalia Beltran

C.B. Burns

Carmen Byers

Arlene Carroll

Charles Riverboat Company

Jessica Christianson

Joe Conzelman

Tomas DeLeon

Lisa Elbjorn

Ella Blu

El Paso Chihuahuas

El Paso Inc.

El Paso Live

EPISD

El Paso Opera

El Paso Pro-Musica

El Paso Locomotive FC

El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras

Jorge Espino

Scott Felix

Debbie Hand

Ruben Hernandez

Hub International

Hotel Paso Del Norte

iFly Indoor Skydiving

Ruth Ellen Jacobson

Kendra Scott

KTEP 

JoAnn Longoria

Gary McCrory

Michele Miller

Mithoff Burton Partners

Michael Montes

Victoria Panetta

Sarai Perez, Spicy Queen

Perot Museum of Nature and Science

Pittsburgh Steelers

Bohuslav Rattay

Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Andres Sandoval

Spencer Theater for the Performing Arts

Texas Rangers

Marise Textor

Tocando Music Project

Adolfo Torres, Jr. 

UTEP Athletics

Vanities

Max Villaronga

Jeffrey Weikert

Western Playland

Secret Wherrett

Sue Woo

The El Paso Symphony Orchestra Classical Season is presented with the support of the 
Museums and Cultural Affairs Department, the Texas Commission on the Arts, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 
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epelectric.com

Proudly supporting the 

Young People’s Concert 
since 2006.

Feel the power 
     of the rhythm. 
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El Paso Electric Young People’s Concerts 
El Paso Symphony Orchestra

February 4, 5 & 6, 2025
10:30am & 12:30pm

Abraham Chavez Theatre
 
 

The Orchestra Rocks 

Apteckar Foundation 
The Cardwell Foundation 

El Paso Independent School District 
Sue Smith Harrison Family Foundation 

Hervey Foundation 
Hunt Family Foundation 

Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust 
Robert E. & Evelyn McKee Foundation 

Moleen Foundation 
Novamex 

Shiloff Family Foundation 
Texas Commission on the Arts 

PARTIALLY FUNDED BY 

The El Paso Electric Young People’s Concerts, now in their 84th 
season, are presented free to all area 5th grade students.               

Approximately 15,000 students are bused downtown to the Abraham 
Chavez Theatre by the various school districts where they are     

treated to concerts performed especially for them.    
 

This year the El Paso Symphony Orchestra is pleased to present,  
for the 11th year, CARNEGIE HALL’S LINK UP PROGRAM. 
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Every year the El Paso Symphony Orchestra offers over 40,000 area students the     
experience of live symphonic music.  Every year the El Paso Symphony Orchestra 

brings the joy of music  to over 2,000 senior citizens.   
Every time you write a check, it helps.  

The El Paso Symphony Orchestra’s Outreach and Educational programs are a direct 
result of the financial support that is contributed by FRIENDS OF EPSO.  These annual 

gifts help the EPSO to present concerts and music education and outreach programs to 
a broad range of audiences throughout the community.  

Become a FRIEND OF EPSO today with a generous contribution. A simple gift can bring 
the music to life and ensure that EPSO continues its legacy of performing the finest 

orchestra music.  Call (915) 532 3776 to become a FRIEND OF EPSO.

The El Paso Symphony Orchestra is a 501 C (3) not for profit organization.                
Contributions to EPSO are tax deductible to the extent authorized by law.

 The Youth Orchestra Program is the largest component of the EPSO’s educational 
mission.  The El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestra (EPSYO) serves over 300 students 
each years.  EPSYO students participate in weekly rehearsals and perform concerts 
in El Paso’s finest concert halls.  Their relationship with the EPSO allows EPSYO 
members access to the musicians of the EPSO through coaching, rehearsals, and the 
annual Side by Side concert.

 EPSO’s after school program, Tocando Music Project, is designed to engage         
disconnected youth through free intensive music instruction, academic tutoring, 
and nutritional snacks. 

 The Young People’s Concerts are annual concerts held each year for the past 81 
years.  Six concerts are presented free of charge to 12,000 5th grade area students.

 Ensembles in the schools program, Strings in Schools, performs on site concerts 
annually at over 25 elementary and middle schools throughout the El Paso.

 Our Kids for Klassics offers over 400 free tickets to each of the classical subscription 
concerts to area school districts for students at various schools.  Backstage tours 
and a pre concert lecture designed specifically for students are provided.

 Free Angel tickets to the El Paso Symphony classical concerts are available for     
students.

 Free tickets to the classical concerts are provided to our Symphony Seniors, which 
targets low income elderly residents. 

 Opening Notes are lively and insightful discussions designed to enhance the enjoy-
ment of each classical performance.  These talks are presented one hour prior to the 
classical concerts in the Philanthropy Theatre.

 Golden Notes targets elderly citizens who are unable to attend classical concerts.  
This outreach program presents on site concerts by small groups of musicians at 
area nursing homes, retirement villages and adult day care centers.

FRIENDS OF EPSO
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The El Paso Symphony Orchestra’s Tocando Music Project is 
an in-school and after-school program that provides music  

learning and performing opportunities to elementary, middle  
and high school students.  

 
Tocando’s mission is to empower children in challenging social 
and economic conditions to improve their sense of community 

and opportunity. Music is used as a vehicle for children to    
acquire valuable tools of teamwork, self-confidence, leadership, 

and academic success.  
 

Tocando began in September 2013 at Hart Elementary 
School in El Segundo Barrio. Tocando expanded to Guillen 

Middle School in 17-18, concentrating on schools in the 
feeder pattern of Bowie High School. 

 

Collaborations with UTEP creates a pathway to college for 
students beginning in elementary school and continuing 

throughout their education careers. 

 

Tocando provides opportunities to  
perform in the community on many 
stages including the Plaza Theatre.  

Tocando programming takes place 
after-school Monday through   

Thursday at Guillen Middle School 
in El Segundo Barrio. 

Tocando is presented in partnership 
with the PlayUSA initiative of Carnegie 

Hall’s Weill Music Institute.  Lead  
support for PlayUSA is provided by the 

Fund II Foundation. The Weill Music 
Institute's programs are made       

available to a nationwide audience, in 
part, by an endowment grant from the              

Citi Foundation. 

www.tocandomusicproject.org 




